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1. Overview 

 

This section provides an overview of the Ontario Community Health Profiles Partnership’s (OCHPP) 

inception, framework of activities and the website’s overall structure (sections 1.1 - 1.4). For step-by-step 

instructions on how to use the OCHPP website, you can skip this section and go to Section 3.  

 

1.1 About the OCHPP Partnership  

OCHPP is a partnership between health and community organizations. Our partners play a key role in the 

overall activities of OCHPP. Partners work together to develop workplans, identify important data needs 

and contribute expertise. Data produced together is made publicly available whenever possible. We 

partner with countless organizations and communities to advance specific projects and conduct user 

workshops. Partners contribute in different ways such as sharing data and expertise or providing services 

in-kind. Some partners also provide funding support ("paying partners"). 

Current partners include MAP Centre for Urban Health Solutions, St. Michael’s Hospital UNITY HEALTH 

TORONTO, ICES, Toronto Central LHIN, Central LHIN, Wellesley Institute, Toronto Public Health, 

Access Alliance – Multicultural Health and Community Services, WellBeing Toronto, Health Commons 

Solutions Lab, ConnexOntario. 

 
Two major partners, the Toronto Central Local Health Integration Network (Toronto Central LHIN) and the 

Central Local Health Integration Network (Central LHIN), provide funding for the project in addition to 

funding from St. Michael’s Hospital UNITY HEALTH TORONTO. Specialized data at the neighbourhood 

level are provided for Toronto Central LHIN and Central LHIN.   

 
All partners meet annually to review a work plan and discuss health-related topics that may be included in 

the year’s activities. Partners share information and reports for posting on the site. The partnership’s 

home is located at the MAP Centre for Urban Health Solutions at St. Michael’s Hospital UNITY HEALTH 

TORONTO and includes a team comprised of a wide-range of experts including a family physician with a 

long career in primary care and population health, geospatial analysts and an epidemiologist partnered 

with public health professionals, social scientists, community agencies and researchers. 
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1.2  About the OCHPP Website  

 
The Ontario Community Health Profiles Partnership (OCHPP) website, www.ontariohealthprofiles.ca, is a 

portal that provides comprehensive, reliable and validated data on health and health-relevant indicators. 

The website was created in response to continuing requests from community agencies and partners for 

data that could be used for local and agency health planning and program development.  

The website was originally launched in 2005 as the “Toronto Community Health Profiles Partnership 

(TCHPP)” and included data for Ontario LHINs and data for the City of Toronto. After expanding in 2016, 

the site now contains data that extends beyond the City of Toronto. Consequently, the site name was 

changed to the “Ontario Community Health Profiles Partnership (OCHPP)”. Archived, Ontario LHINs and 

City of Toronto-specific data can be found on the OCHPP site in the Data Archives section.    

 
The OCHPP website makes detailed, area-level health data available to everyone. The indicators 

available on the site are those that are deemed as some of the most important for population health 

planning and resource allocation. Data are provided in easy to read Excel spreadsheets, bar charts and 

maps. All file types are downloadable. Users can combine select indicators across different 

neighbourhoods to review and compare differences in health service utilization and health outcomes by 

neighbourhood and to contextualize those indicators with the social determinants of health, such as 

neighbourhood income and demographic characteristics. 

 
Moreover, data available on the OCHPP site can assist users in making decisions about long-term 

planning and resource allocation. For example, health service providers can examine data in relation to 

the neighbourhoods within their catchment area to help determine patterns, establish priorities and 

forecast future needs. The website is updated regularly and as data becomes available. New topics and 

indicators are added based on partner suggestions and needs and incorporate initiatives undertaken by 

the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, including Patients First (2015/16) and, most recently, 

Ontario Physician Networks Populations – Data for Ontario Health Team Planning (2015/18). 

 
 

1.3  Access to Specialized Datasets  

 
The OCHPP provides data at two scales. First, at a macro-level: OCHPP makes data available for health 

geographies defined by the provincial government. These include:  5 Ontario Health Interim and 

Transitional Regions, 14 Ontario LHINs and 76 Ontario Sub-Regions. Additionally, OCHPP reports data 

at a micro or neighbourhood level, a scale of analysis that is important for health and policy planning. This 

scale helps to understand how social determinants of health might impact populations and where the 

need for access to specific health services is greatest. Data at neighbourhood level are currently only 

provided for the City of Toronto, Central LHIN, Hamilton Niagara Haldimand Brant, South West, and Erie 

St. Clair. 
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1.4  Structure of the OCHPP Website (Site Map)  

 

The main components of the website can be found under the “Data, Charts and Maps” tab, which is easily 

accessible on every page of the website. The structure of the OCHPP website is summarized in Figure 1.  

 

Figure 1: Structure of the OCHPP website (Site Map) 
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2. Ontario Geographic Levels and Attributed Population 
 

 

2.1  Ontario Geographic Levels 

 
For more information on geographic levels, consult the “About the Data” page. 

 
Data on the OCHPP site may be available at some or all of the following four geographic levels:  

 

1. Neighbourhood level. 

We provide data for the following Ontario Neighbourhoods (the smallest geographic level): 

-Neighbourhoods in City of Toronto,  

-Neighbourhoods in Central LHIN,  

-Neighbourhoods in Hamilton Niagara Haldimand Brant,  

-Neighbourhoods in South West, and  

-Neighbourhoods in Erie St. Clair. 
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2. Sub-Region level:  

76 planning areas across the province that provide a mid-level scale to report data. Each LHIN is divided 

into four or more (to a maximum of 7) Sub-Regions. 
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3. LHIN level 

14 health authorities responsible for regional administration of public healthcare services in the province 

of Ontario. 
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4. Ontario Health Interim and Transitional Regions (Health Region) level 

 Ontario Health Interim and Transitional Regions are administrative regions established by the Ontario 

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care to manage the transition to Ontario Health Teams. 

For more information please refer to:  

https://news.ontario.ca/mohltc/en/2019/11/ontario-taking-next-steps-to-integrate-health-care-system.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://news.ontario.ca/mohltc/en/2019/11/ontario-taking-next-steps-to-integrate-health-care-system.html
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2.2  Attributed Population 

 
1. Ontario Health Teams (OHTs): “Ontario Health Teams are being introduced to provide a new way of 

organizing and delivering care that is more connected to patients in their local communities. Under 

Ontario Health Teams, health care providers (including hospitals, doctors and home and community care 

providers) work as one coordinated team – no matter where they provide care." 

(Ref: http://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/connectedcare/oht/) 

 

2. Ontario Physician Networks Populations (PhysNets) – Data for Ontario Health Team (OHT)  

“Physician Networks are a way of linking patients to a single usual care provider, and then assigning a 

provider’s patients to a network based on previous utilization patterns. Using this methodology, 99% of 

Ontarians (see reference: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3863751/ ) with a valid health 

card were able to be linked to a Physician Network (and thus to an OHT). The Ministry continues to refine 

the attribution model to ensure the methodology meets the needs of local partners and OHTs.  

The important thing to note is that these networks are irrespective of geography of the patient’s residence 

(where someone lives) and are based on existing patterns of access and referral in the health care 

system.” For more information on the methodology, see this blog: 

https://www.healthcommons.ca/blog/understanding-using-physician-networks-for-oht  

 

Please note that PhysNet names were created by ICES to indicate where each network is located in 

Ontario. These names are not an indication of what the OHTs are called or should be called. 

For more information please visit:  

https://www.ices.on.ca/Publications/Journal-Articles/2013/January/Multispecialty-physician-networks-in-

Ontario  

 
For more information, visit the “FAQs” page. 

 
 

2.3  Other Historical Geographic units 

 
Other historical geographic units can be found under the “Data, Charts and Maps” tab in the “Data 

Archives” section of the OCHPP website: 

 

• Toronto Community Health Profiles Partnership archived site (data prior to April 2016) - archived, 

Ontario LHINs and City of Toronto-specific data 

• Geographies no linger in use (from 2017) - Ontario Health Links data and Sub-LHINs data for TC 

LHIN and Central LHIN 

For more information on geographic levels, consult the “About the Data” page. 

 

http://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/connectedcare/oht/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3863751/
https://www.healthcommons.ca/blog/understanding-using-physician-networks-for-oht
https://www.ices.on.ca/Publications/Journal-Articles/2013/January/Multispecialty-physician-networks-in-Ontario
https://www.ices.on.ca/Publications/Journal-Articles/2013/January/Multispecialty-physician-networks-in-Ontario
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3. Data Representations  

 
The health and health-related indicators are organized in four geographic levels: Health Region, LHIN, 

Sub-Region and Neighbourhood levels. Data for Health Regions, LHINs, Sub-Regions, and at the 

Neighbourhood geographic level are presented in bar chart, table, and map formats. 

Figure 2 summarizes the ways in which data are represented. 

 
Figure 2: Summary of data representations and formats. 
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1. Community-level health indicators: this micro-data provides detailed statistics about populations living 

in communities by sex and relevant age group for each health indicator. We also provide information about 

how the community compares with values in the overall geography values and whether this difference is 

meaningful.  

2. Ontario-wide health indicators: this macro-data provides an overview of how different communities 

within Ontario compare with each other in terms of specific health indicators.  

 
OCHPP provides data about the use of health services such as cancer screening rates, emergency 

department admissions, primary care enrollment and hospital admissions at different levels of geography. 

Data related to chronic disease in adults, such as diabetes, asthma and high blood pressure, are also 

provided.  
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3.1 HOW TO access Data Tables for all areas  

Access Data Tables for all areas from “Data, Charts and Maps” tab. 

Data, Charts and Maps page 

              1. Select Data, Charts and Maps tab 
                                      

                                     2. Select scale of data                           
 

           
   

             

            

            

  

 

         

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

   

 

        

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            
                        3. Select data link from "Tables" column 
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3.2 HOW TO create Data Tables for custom selected areas 

Create Data Tables for custom selected areas from “Create Custom Geography” tab. 

Data, Charts and Maps page 

                         1. Select Create Custom Geography tab 
                                                                  
                         2. Select scale of data                                                      

 

 

          

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

  

 

      

          

        

         

         

         
                               3. Select Neighbourhood areas: Click-SELECT (or deselect) one or more  
                                    Neighbourhood areas for which you would like to view data tables 
 
4. SUBMIT your Neighbourhood SELECTION 
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3.2 HOW TO create Data Tables for custom selected areas (continued) 

Create Data Tables for custom selected areas from “Create Custom Geography” tab. 

       5. SELECT one or more DATA TOPIC CATEGORIES from the drop-down list below 
                     (e.g. Select "Emergency Department visits" and "Hospital Admissions" data topics) 

                                    

 

     
 

          

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

            

        

         

         

  

 

      
         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         
          

        

         

         

         
                                         6. SUBMIT REQUEST & See RESULTS Below 
                                                                                  (e.g. Emergency Department visits data, result table) 
 
7. Click the "Export RESULT TABLE to Excel File" button to create an  
    Excel data table with all available indicators for your chosen Neighbourhoods 
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3.2 HOW TO create Data Tables for custom selected areas (continued) 

Create Data Tables for custom selected areas from “Create Custom Geography” tab.  

                 Hospital Admissions data, result table      

         
         
 

          

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         
         

         

         

         

         

         

         

          

        

         

         

         
                                

7. Click the "Export RESULT TABLE to Excel File" button to create an  
    Excel data table with all available indicators for your chosen Neighbourhoods 
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3.3 HOW TO access Bar Charts for all areas 

Access Bar Charts for all areas from “Data, Charts and Maps” tab. 

Data, Charts and Maps page 

                                      1. Select Data, Charts and Maps tab  

                                           2. Select scale of data                             

 

            

 

             

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 

 

          

    

 

       

            

            

            

     

 

      

            

            

            

            
3. Hover over the button in the "Charts" column and select chart or  
                                                                                                           Select chart link from "Charts" column 
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3.4 HOW TO create Bar Charts for custom selected areas 

Create Bar Charts for custom selected areas from “Create Custom Geography” tab. 

Data, Charts and Maps page 

                              1. Select Create Custom Geography tab 

                              2. Select scale of data                          
         

 

          

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

  

 

      

         

          

        

         

         
                                              
                                                   3. Select Neighbourhood areas: Click-SELECT (or deselect) one or more  
                                                   Neighbourhood areas for which you would like to view data 

 
4. SUBMIT your Neighbourhood SELECTION 
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3.4 HOW TO create Bar Charts for custom selected areas (continued) 

Create Bar Charts for custom selected areas from “Create Custom Geography” tab. 

OPTION 1: Select only Data in Chart Form 
 
      5. Select option “View Data in Chart Form” to view all available bar charts 

                                           6. SUBMIT REQUEST & See RESULTS Below 

 

 

7. Select one of the data topic categories or indicators available as a bar chart. An interactive chart will 
open in a separate window. Additional selections from the same list are permitted; each will open in a 
separate browsing tab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 19 of 24 
 

3.4 HOW TO create Bar Charts for custom selected areas (continued) 

Create Bar Charts for custom selected areas from “Create Custom Geography” tab.  

OPTION 2: Select Data Topics and view Bar Charts 
 
5. SELECT one or more DATA TOPIC CATEGORIES from the drop-down list below 
                                    (e.g. Select "Emergency Department visits" and "Hospital Admissions" data topics) 
 
6. SUBMIT REQUEST & See RESULTS Below 

 

          

         

         

         

         

         

         
         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

          

        

         

         
 
7. Select one of the data topic categories or indicators available as a bar chart. An interactive chart will 
open in a separate window. Additional selections from the same list are permitted; each will open in a 
separate browsing tab. 
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3.4 HOW TO create Bar Charts for custom selected areas (continued) 

Create Bar Charts for custom selected areas from “Create Custom Geography” tab.  

OPTION 2: Select Data Topics and view Bar Charts 
 
Hospital Admissions data, result table      

         
         

         
 

          

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         
         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

          

        

         

         
 
 
7. Select one of the data topic categories or indicators available as a bar chart. An interactive chart will 
open in a separate window. Additional selections from the same list are permitted; each will open in a 
separate browsing tab. 
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3.5 HOW TO access Maps (PDF files) 

Access Maps (PDF files) from “Data, Charts and Maps” tab. 

Data, Charts and Maps page 

                                     1. Select Data, Charts and Maps tab                                            

 
                               2. Select scale of data     

                       
            

 

             

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

  

 

         

            

            

      

 

     

            

            

            

      

 

     

            

            
   3. Hover over the button in the "Maps" column and select map or  
                                                                                                         select All maps (additional maps not shown in 
                                                                                                     the drop-down menu may be available). 
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3.6 HOW TO access Interactive Maps 

Access Interactive Maps from “Interactive Maps” tab. 

Data, Charts and Maps page 

For more information about Interactive Maps, see the Interactive Maps User Guide on the  
“Resources” page.                     
                                                      
                    Select Interactive Maps tab       
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3.7 HOW TO access Data Archives 

Access Archived data from “Data Archives” tab. 

Data, Charts and Maps page 

                                      1. Select Data Archives tab.         
 
                                      2. Select scale of data                                                      

 

           
 

            

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

            

   

 

      

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           
Historical Ontario Health Links data and  
Sub-LHINs data for TC LHIN and Central LHIN 
 
                                                                      Toronto Community Health Profiles Partnership (TCHPP)  
                                                                      archived site, Ontario LHINs and City of Toronto-specific data 
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4. Contact Us 

 
Email: HealthProfiles@smh.ca 

 
Visit the “Home” page to Sign up for New Content alerts. 
 
To learn more about OCHPP and becoming a partner, contact one of the following people:  

• Anne-Marie Tynan  
OCHPP Manager  
Anne-Marie.Tynan@unityhealth.to  
 

• Dr. Rick Glazier  
Research Lead  
Rick.Glazier@unityhealth.to  


