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Health Services Accessed Each 

Day 
(ICES Primary Care Atlas) 
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Primary Care and Outcomes 

•Primary care associated with  
 

• Lower 
• mortality, premature mortality, infant mortality 

• disparities in overall mortality, infant mortality, low birth weight, 
stroke mortality, self-reported health, and avoidable 
hospitalizations  
 

• Higher 
• satisfaction in relation to overall costs 
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How Would You Plan for Primary Care in 

Ontario’s 76 Sub-Regions? 
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• Where to start? 
• population health needs? 

• utilization? 

• providers? 

• something else? 
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Population Health Needs 
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• What measures? 

 

• Do they vary across the province? 
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• What measures? 
 - low income 

 - recent immigrants 

 - seniors 

 - seniors living alone 

 - disability 

 - primary care needs (SAMI) 

 - not enrolled in a primary care enrolment model (PEM) 

 - mental health 

 

• Any others? 
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Do Primary Care Needs Vary? 
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Toronto: 
• poverty, immigration, social isolation, chronic 

illness, mental health, not connected to care 
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Using this Information Locally 
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• Where to start? 
• population health needs? 

• utilization? 

• providers? 

• something else? 
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Utilization 
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• What measures? 

 

• Do they vary across the province? 
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• What measures? 
 - few primary care visits 

 - low continuity of primary care visits 

 - lack of after-hours care 

 - emergency department visits 

 - few specialist visits 

 

• Any others? 
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Does Utilization Vary? 
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Toronto: 
• lower continuity, greater use of specialists 
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• Where to start? 
• population health needs? 

• utilization? 

• providers? 

• something else? 
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Providers: Primary Care Physicians and 

Inter-professional Teams 
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• What measures? 

 

• Do they vary across the province? 
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• What measures? 
 - comprehensive PC physicians 

 - FHT and CHCs per population 

 - patient flow across LHINs 

 

• Any others? 
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Do Providers Vary? 
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Toronto: 
• greater inflow of primary care visits, over-

estimation of physician supply; less team care 
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Using this Information Locally 
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Do Inequities and Gaps in Care Vary? 
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• Toronto 
• high social needs 

• low attachment 

• low continuity 

• large inflows 

• few teams 



Comments, Questions? 


